Advanced Immunochemistry by Eugene D Day PhD pp xvi +447 illustrated £8.50 Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1972 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone Until now there has been no good, current book on immunochemistry and this one fills an important gap. It has a chemical approach and considers the sequence and detailed evidence for the size and shape of immunoglobulins. It derives the equations for the combination of antibody with antigen. It is a pity that the derivation is made unnecessarily difficult by the use of uninformative symbols.
The book approaches many topics historically and gives detailed data on which opinions are based, showing how these have been modified in time; this historical approach gives a much closer feeling for the way in which science develops than traditional 'tidy' textbook descriptions. This is not a book for undergraduates but is an excellent introduction to immunochemistry for scientists with some prior knowledge of immunology and a liking for chemistry. He has selected the articles on otology and has achieved the right balance between those which throw new light on common problems and those which are more esoteric. His editorial comments are succinct and constructive.
The comments of both editors successfully justify the selection of articles by managing to place them in a longer perspective than just the year under review. The good index makes this series an essential work of reference for any library. J G FRASER Adverse Drug Reactions Their Prediction, Detection and Assessment edited by D J Richards and R K Rondel ppx+182 £3 Edinburgh &London: ChurchillLivingstone 1972
The importance of adverse drug reactions in clinical practice cannot be overstated, and several authoritative books and monographs are available which systematically deal with various aspects of the subject. This small book is based on a symposium organized by the Association of Medical Advisers in the Pharmaceutical Industry in May 1971, and consists of eighteen short chapters by the different contributors on predictive tests in animals and man, methods of national and international monitoring, and other matters such as clinical versus statistical significance, the influence of drug formulation on adverse reactions, and the dissemination of information. The editors in their preface hope that this 'will provide a handy reference volume for all those interested in the subject'; such a symposium-based book is in fact seldom suitable for this purpose, as it cannot be sufficiently comprehensive yet concise to be considered a satisfactory alternative to other books already available. Nevertheless, this was a most interesting and thought-provoking symposium, and the written record of the proceedings will undoubtedly be read with profit by those concerned by adverse drug reactions and in studies of their prediction, incidence and control.
PAUL TURNER
Colour Atlas of Histopathology by R C Curran MD FRCP FRcPath FRSEdin revised edition pp 94 illustrated £5.75
London: Harvey Miller & Medcalf1972
Six years have elapsed since Professor Curran's 'Colour Atlas of Histopathology' was first published and the fact that it has been reprinted each year, translated into four languages and now appears in a revised edition is a sufficient testimony to its popularity. This popularity is fully justified, for the fields have been selected with skill and the colour reproduction is superb, while the captions are concise and to the point. After this pean of praise the question must arise as to its purpose, for though it is esthetically pleasing to turn the pages, it is not just a coffee-table folio. Clearly it cannot serve as a diagnostic reference book for the tyro in histopathology, as it is unlikely that he would resolve a problem by chancing on an identical photomicrograph and the index demands that the diagnosis be already known.
On the other hand as a teaching aid in tutorials or seminars it could be invaluable, for it is easy to find a good photomicrograph of a particular lesion under discussion, while the publishers can provide a complete set of transparencies of the 765 illustrations at a cost of £210. For the student it could form a complement to the black and white illustrations of his standard textbook of pathology. There are those who question how much static histopathology the medical student should learn or be taught, believing that it is better to concentrate on functional morphology so that a granuloma or nephrotic lesion should be visualized in terms'of the immunological process, but this can only be achieved in a limited range of lesions and for the rest descriptive histopathology is as far as one can go; it is here that Professor Curran's atlas fulfills the purpose for which it was designed and which it has met so admirably.
A H T ROBB-SMITH
